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The Presidents Cup
is a battle between
the US team and
Internationals, but it
is time to include the
women, like I.K. Kim
(near right), in the
competition.

To those who don’t know golf,
it would almost sound ridicu-
lous.

Twelve of the best players
from one country versus 12 of
the best from the rest of the
world (minus Europe).

It should be a mismatch,
right?

Well, it was, but in a very,
very sad way.

Over the last week of Sep-
tember, at a course in New Jer-
sey, the 12 from the US abso-
lutely crushed the 12 from the
rest of the world (Internation-
als).

If you think I’'m being cru-
el by using the word crushed,
look at what Adam Scott, who
played for the Internationals,
said.

“It was a bit of a slaughter-
ing. But we’ve got to stand
up, take our ass-whipping like
men and walk out with our
heads high,” said Scott, a vet-
eran of the Presidents Cup.

The final tally was 19-11 to
the slaughterhouse, and the
ass-whipped were one point
away from not even needing to
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play the Sunday singles to de-
cide the winners.

Since I live in International
territory, I was firmly rooting
for “our” team but found it dif-
ficult to keep my head “high”
watching the Americans fist-
pump and even dance and
sing their way to a lopsided
victory.

Inevitably, after such humili-
ating defeats, you have to won-
der if it is a competition worth
keeping.

Since the Presidents Cup
started in 1994, there have
been 12 editions. The US have
won 10, with one draw and a
sole victory for the Interna-
tionals in 1998.

To be fair, in the much more
contested and popular Ryder
Cup, the US dominated pro-
ceedings until the Great Brit-
ain and Ireland team turned
into the European team in
1979.

So what needs to be done
for the Presidents Cup?

Future Internationals cap-
tain Ernie Els suggested an
overhaul of “logistics, sched-
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uling, selection process and
course set-up” for the next in-
stallment at Royal Melbourne
in 2019.

Karen Crouse of The New
York Times has mooted a more
radical change — the adding of
women to make it a mixed-
team event.

Pointing out that eight of
the top 10 women players in
the world are International,
Crouse suggested that it would
even the balance and also give
women’s golf a big boost in the
process.

I think she is right.

Although the Internation-
als came close in 2015 in South
Korea, this event needs a real
“ass-kicking” to make it rele-
vant to players and fans.

Just like the 1979 switch to
Europe helped make the Ry-
der Cup a real contest, per-
haps the addition of women
can breathe life into the almost
exhibition-like Presidents Cup.

For sure, watching another
International team get ham-
mered by the Americans isn’t
going to raise the pulses any.
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IN TIME WITH

he time for
women to
perform

as equals
alongside men
on one of the
grander stages

INn golf is now.
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