BT Explains

Making sense of US Presidential Election polls

Can we trust US pre-election polls after they missed in 2016? Here's a look at what went

wrong four years ago, and what to expect NnOW. By KENNETH Lim
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But it'e the Electoral \ .

College that picks the 2016

US president based on Electoral
state-level results. College
That's why Clinton won Votes

the national popular vote :

but Trump took the zlr;::ﬁnszi%f
presidency. And that's H

why state-level polling is

more telling. ) ?
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Pollsters alseo failed o correct for too
many college-educated respondents,
who tended to Lavour Clinton.

We've been
telling them
there's a
secret
participation
grade.

That's a lot
of college

students.

Second, election infrastructure unused
to huge turnouts may struggle to cope
with o surge in early and mail=in ballots,
and run the rizsk of late results and
legal challenges.
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I'd like o know
who'll win the
US elections
this year.

Latest polls suggest
it's Biden £or the
presidency, and
Democrats retake
the Senate. Anything

else?
\
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Crucially, pre-election polls in 2016
wronglg showed Clinton winning the swing
states of Pennsalvania, Michigan and

Wisconsin. Those states’ Electoral College

votes helped to cement Trump's victory.

Electoral College votes

Pennsylvania — 20
Michigagn — 16 > 46
Wisconsin — 10
To win—270

So you admit me‘;h
dl] [ the least Llawed!

polle are flowe

Polleters have
refined their models
since 2016. Alzo,
the size of Biden's lead
is larger, moking it
less vulnerable to

7

polling errore.
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Finally, Trump and his
supporters have shown
a willingness to disregard
rules. A friendly Supreme
Court could embolden
the Trump coamp.
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Did you say
polle? I'm not
paying for

thosel Not
after 2016!

I see. One of
those, eh?
Listen here, kid...
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Well, sure, but
there's been
a lot of soul
searching, and
we think we
know what went
wrong in those
states.
- I
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(I‘:o+ s0o foast! Even the
best polls and prediction

models are still guesses,

and unlikely scenarios

will occasionally beat the
odde. There are aleo

Hmm, good
point. So
Biden it ie?

wildcards this year that

...National opinion polls in 2016 were
actually pretty accurate by historical
standards, amg correctly showed Clinton
winning the popular vote.

HOW FAR WERE NATIONAL POLLS FROM
THE ACTUAL POPULAR VOTE IN 20167

Lr‘eimpossible to model. J
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Heu, in the world
of orecasting,
robust deniabili'{'ﬂ
is o professional
requiremen+.

Are ?\ou telling
me that the
polls are good,

but if they're
wrong it's not
their Lfault?
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Frauchi Lin,

percentage points
2016

3
average
2 9
error

2

2.71 Average
error
since 1992

Clinton won 2.1 percentage points more
of popular vote in 2016 than Trump

We now know there were a lot of
last-minute deciders in those states,
and most of them picked Trump when
they finally made up their minds.

You go on ahead.
I'm &+ill not sure
ift 1 like the taste
of orange.
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First, nobody's quite certain how the
Covid-19 pandemic will affect voters'
decisions and priorities.

Shh..I'm
in a meeting.

daily cap on
Zoom meetings.

I'll vote for anyone
who mandates o

I think T'll just £lip
a coin, hedge my
hedges and bet

on o bunch of
volatility.

Wise decision.
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