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The question is simple.
Is golf dying as a sport in 

Singapore?
The spark for the ques-

tion is mainly from re-
cent events which have 
seen two courses told to 
give way to the new High 
Speed Rail network con-
necting Singapore to Kua-
la Lumpur.

Jurong Country Club 
stopped its golf operations 
at the end of last year and 
Raffl es Country Club was 
recently told it will go the 
same way next July.

Other clubs have been 
put on notice too, with 
Keppel Club not having 
its lease renewed after 
2021 and clubs like Singa-
pore Island Country Club 
and Tanah Merah Country 
Club being told to give up 
large parts of their land for 
other uses.

So the signal seems to be, 
golf land is up for grabs.

This has put the 60,000 
golfers or so in Singapore 
in a quandary.

Should the 30,000 plus 
who forked out money to 
become members of golf 
clubs sell their member-
ships before they are tak-
en away?

Should the rest, who 
currently play either in 
Malaysia, Batam or Bintan, 
or are registered with af-
fi liate golf clubs (non-land 
owning) take the plunge to 
buy a club membership?

What direction are golf 
club prices headed? Up be-
cause there will be fewer 
of them? Or down because 
there is so much uncer-
tainty in the market?

My own take is that the 
sport needs to help itself, 
if it is to survive the cur-
rent atmosphere of gloom.

It needs to build a case 
for its own survival.

One big factor in golf ’s 

favour is new Singapore 
Golf Association president 
Ross Tan, who got elected 
last year on the promise of 
revitalising the sport.

Tan and junior develop-
ment head Lyn Sen need 
to get golf back into more 
schools in Singapore, and 
encourage greater partici-
pation in the sport.

And the 12 clubs in Sin-
gapore should also see this 
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      GG  G  olf is a search 
for perfection, 
for balance. 
It’s about 
meditation and 
concentration. 
You have to use 
hand, and brain.
— CELINE DION

OPEN UP, 
OR SIT BACK 
OPEN UP, 
OR SIT BACK 
OPEN UP, 

AND WATCH A 
SLOW DEATH

as a big wake-up call. For 
too long, their fairways 
have been under-utilised, 
especially on weekdays.

They need to open their 
arms to more public play-
ers, as long as they are 
properly handicapped and 
follow the rules of the club.

If existing members com-
plain, ask them what they 
would prefer: To let their 
courses be better used or to 

lose them altogether?
Show the authorities 

and the naysayers that this 
is a sport worth preserv-
ing, and shatter the per-
ception that it is meant for 
the privileged few.

Allow more people to 
access and enjoy the won-
ders of this amazing game. 

Or sit back, do nothing, 
and watch it endure a slow 
death.
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