
Wanted: New normal 
Business leaders say challenges ensue as S’pore embarks on next half of the century

Beyond 2020, do you think Singapore's economy will grow rapidly again? 

Globalisation and increasing talent mobility will make Singapore more diverse than ever in the 
past. Is this a positive development?

What do you think are the three most important features that define Singapore?

One hallmark of the Singapore story is the way each generation has been able to better itself 
from the one before. But with the country’s slowing growth, rising cost of living, and changing 
demographics, some think this is no longer a given for successive generations. Do you agree? 

� It depends on whether Singapore restructures successfully  

� Yes, the slower growth profile is only temporary   

� No, the days of Singapore’s strong growth are long past  

� I don’t know, the future is too uncertain   

� It depends on whether the external economy picks up  

� Yes, it is essential for economic growth  

� Yes, it is the mark of an enlightened global city  

� No, Singapore is too crowded as it is  

� I don’t know  

� No, it would change the essence of Singapore  
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� Yes, it is becoming harder for Singaporeans to surpass 
the previous generation’s achievements 

� No, I have confidence that Singaporeans will be able to 
surpass the previous generation’s achievements 
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Source: The Business Times 'Singapore beyond 50' survey, for which 51 business leaders in Singapore were polled

Economic success
Racial/religious harmony

Corruption-free system
Meritocracy

Food

Kiasu-ism (fear of losing)

Singlish

Political stability

Restructure or die

Diversity good for growth

Singapore defined

Can this generation do better?
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