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Unfailingly polite 

and down-to-earth, 

Jordan Spieth (right) 

tops our latest 

Good Guys survey 

of professional golf. 

The two-time Major 

winner benefi ted 

from an upbringing 

that taught him to 

never lose that often-

elusive quality known 

as perspective. 
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From far left, Rory McIlroy (T-12 in our survey), Brandt 
Snedeker (8), Adam Scott (T-2) and Justin Rose (9).

As for his professional edu-
cation — at 23, Spieth is al-
ready in his fi fth year on 
Tour — he has had no short-
age of role models. 

They include Ryan Palm-
er, Zach Johnson, Webb 
Simpson, Bill Haas and Rick-
ie Fowler, whom Spieth de-
scribes as “unbelievably 

generous with his time and 
[having] more energy than I 
can ever hope to have.”

But if there is one fi g-
ure who has made the big-
gest impression on Spieth, 
it’s the amiable Steve Strick-
er, who won this honour the 
last time we surveyed play-
ers four years ago. 

The two fi rst bonded dur-
ing the 2013 Presidents Cup 
at Muirfi eld Village in Dub-
lin, Ohio. 

“Multiple players from a 
few different generations 
have helped me,” says Spi-
eth, who has a knack for ex-
hibiting maturity, “but the 
one person who stands out 
is Steve. 

What an incredible role 
model. 

He’s a Payne Stewart 
Award winner, he previous-
ly won this award, and it’s 
obviously for the person he 

is. To build a relationship 
with someone like that early 
in my career was big. 

He’s almost taken on like 
a father role. He’ll hate that 
I said that, but I’ve been 
blessed.” 

Players, caddies, media 
members, various golf offi -
cials and insiders participat-
ed in our Good Guys voting. 

We limited the candidates 
to players under 50, which 
is why Stricker (who turned 
50 this year) isn’t a fi nalist 
this time. 

Tour members were grad-
ed on several criteria, in-
cluding treatment of fans, 
being a good role model, 
treating the “little people” 
well on Tour or simply be-
ing “nice when no one is 
looking.” 

Jason Day added a wrin-
kle to the scoring, some-
thing we hadn’t considered: 
“One way I look at it is, in 
the heat of competition, are 
they easy to play with?” 

The fi rst player he men-
tioned? Jordan Spieth.

Finishing tied for second 
in our poll were Tony Fin-
au, another young pro, and 
2013 Masters champion 
Adam Scott of Australia. 

Stewart Cink, a longtime 
media favourite, was fourth, 
and Fowler rounded out the 
top fi ve. 

If Spieth has one predom-
inant quality, it’s his humil-
ity.

Once asked about this, 
he famously replied, “My 
speaking about humility is 
very diffi cult, because that 

wouldn’t be humility.” Tou-
ché. 

A person tends to mature 
faster when confronted with 
life’s realities. 

In Spieth’s case, he grew 
up with a sibling with spe-
cial needs. 

His sister, Ellie, was born 
with a neurological disor-
der.

That will keep you 
grounded, even after win-
ning nine PGA Tour titles, 
the fastest to that fi gure 
since Tiger Woods.

Not surprisingly, Spi-
eth established a charitable 
trust at 20, and it has evolved 
into the Jordan Spieth Fami-
ly Foundation, which sup-
ports special-needs youth, 
junior golf, military families 
and the fi ght against pediat-

ric cancer. 
Also not surprisingly, he 

credits his manager, Jay Dan-
zi, and his staff for the or-
ganisational push to get his 
foundation off the ground. 

“The thing that’s special 
is that we can help a lot of 
people while still trying to 
fi gure out what we want 
this foundation to become,” 
says Spieth, who talked at 
length about his ambitions 
for helping others. 

“It’s been enjoyable and 
meaningful to designate 
money to a lot of people 
who really need it, but going 
forward, our future is a lot 
brighter. When I look back 
on my life, what we accom-
plish [with the foundation] 
will be more important than 
anything I do in golf.”
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PLAYERS WERE 
GRADED ON 
MULTIPLE 
CRITERIA, 
INCLUDING 
BEING “NICE 
WHEN NO ONE 
IS LOOKING.”
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1 JORDAN SPIETH

T-2 TONY FINAU & 
ADAM SCOTT

4 STEWART CINK

5 RICKIE FOWLER

6 BILLY HURLEY III

7 GEOFF OGILVY

8 BRANDT
SNEDEKER

9 JUSTIN ROSE

10 ANDREW (BEEF)
JOHNSTON

11 AARON
BADDELEY

T-12 MATT KUCHAR
& RORY MCILROY

14 MARK WILSON

15 ZACH JOHNSON

16 GRAEME
MCDOWELL

17 JASON DAY

18 BRENDON DE
JONGE

19 HAROLD 
VARNER III

20 BRENDAN
STEELE

21 HENRIK STENSON

T-22 ERNIE ELS &
RYAN PALMER

24 RAFA CABRERA-
BELLO

T-25 PADRAIG
HARRINGTON &
CHARLES HOWELL III

27 BILL HAAS

28 LOUIS
OOSTHUIZEN

T-29 K.J. CHOI & 
ADAM HADWIN

OUR 
TOP 
30 
GOOD 
GUYS


