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Amazon had the 
highest annualized 
stock return.

Facebook is the 
youngest company 
on the list.

Total wealth
creation 
since 1926

Years publicly traded since 1926

NYT 
estimate of 
current 
figure.

G.M. had the 
lowest 
annualized 
stock return.

Lifetime wealth creation list

Source: Prof. Hendrik Bessembinder (WP Carey School of Business at Arizona State University)

The 50 companies that created the most wealth from 1926 to 2016

Notes:  Wealth creation is total stock gains, including dividends, in excess of one-month Treasury bill returns. Company listing follows the 
guidelines of the Center for Research in Security Prices.  Companies that are new iterations are marked with an asterisk*.  
Companies that no longer trade are marked with **.

These 10 companies predate 
the 1926 starting point of the 
database so appear to all be 
the same age.
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This year, Apple’s stock has 
soared while Exxon Mobil’s 
has declined. Taking that into 
account would make Apple 
the biggest wealth generator 
though it is much younger 
than Exxon Mobil.


