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I AM ALWAYS 
COMPETITIVE, 
WHETHER IT IS
SOCIAL OR 
BUSINESS GOLF

2 | SWING BY SPHGOLF | 26-27 SEPTEMBER 2020 | THE BUSINESS TIMES WEEKEND

p
ho

to
s:
Th

ar
m

So
o
k
W

ai

BYGODFREYROBERT

SWING
TEAM

SUPERVISING EDITOR
S. Murali
muralis@sph.com.sg

WRITER
Jeremy Theseira

SUB-EDITOR
Ida Karsia

CONTRIBUTING
EDITORS
Spencer Robinson
Ven Sreenivasan
Rohit Brijnath
Rahul Pathak

EDITOR
Godfrey Robert

IN TIME WITH

Adrian Tan, 64, is a busy
man who runs an advertis-
ing agency. But the affable
hardworking personality al-
ways finds time to play golf
with his friends and busi-
ness associates.

A winner of many local
golf titles, he has also shone
in football and squash in his
younger days. Here, he also
talks about he has overcome
his dyslexia and ADHD to
present himself as a true
sportsman.

Howdidyouget started
ingolf, andhowwere
yourearlyexperiences?
Tan: In the 80s, golf was a
bit of an elitist game. Not so
much as the game itself but
toplaygolf,youneededtobe
amemberof a golf club.

Iwas one of the earliest to
join Singapore IslandCoun-
try Club when its member-
ships became transferable
in 1991.

Iwas drawnby the chem-
istry of golf. It has all the
ticks for me. It’s the perfect
therapeutic escape forme to
beonewithnature.After the
firstdriveyouareaway from
the noise of commerce and
the city.

The challenge of becom-
ing a single handicapper in-
trigues and became an ob-
session for me. I have never
seen golf as a recreational
sport but as a competitive
game.

The game also challenges
twoofmyissueswhichIfind
very satisfying.

Being dyslexic, I am con-
stantly having to meet one
of the most important de-
mands of the game. Align-
ment.

For me left is right and
right is sometimes left,
which often leaves me in a
completely confused state.
For example, I can see that
it’s clearly a downhill putt
but I am wired as an uphill
one.

As for my ADHD (Atten-
tion Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder), I am completely
distracted. My mind is like

a big satellite dish capturing
all the decibels in the golf
course. To stay focused is a
huge issue.

But I just love the chal-
lenges that this wonderful
game of golf present tome. I
can’t change that I am dys-
lexic nor can I change being
ADHD.

But I learn to negotiate,
adapt and overcome these
issues through compensa-
tion strategies which have
worked for me so that I can
playgolf competitively.

My early experiences:
Golf is a game that offers
many life’s lessons.

The No. 1 lesson is about
honesty. It offers so many
occasions that one can
cheat,be itanundeclaredair
shot, a lost ball, moving the
ball to a preferred lie, or de-
claring a stroke or two fewer
than it should. Golf reveals
you, so better to have a good
reputation than to win the
wager always.

The game also teaches
you courtesy and to be con-

Tan’s tee-off to glory.

The friendly foursome of (from left) Adrian Tan, Woon Whai
Pang, Prof S. Jayakumar and TraceyWoon.

siderate. Play only when
it’s your turn and always be
aware that there are other
golfers around you beyond
yourflightmates.

From my first romance
with golf, it is all about golf
as a sport to be excelled. I
can’t stand the game being
recreational. As I see it as a
sport, I hate losing.

When I first started, un-
like many, I was in no hurry
for my first round of golf. I
was very convinced that the
only way to enjoy golf was
to have the basics of the golf
swingswell honed.

I didn’t just read the Ben
Hogan’s 5 fundamentals of
Golf, I studied it. And I was
at the range practising that
basic Hogan’s swing for
three months before I went
formyfirst roundof golf.

Didyouplayother sports
inschool? If so,up to
what level?
I would like to think I am a
sportsman. I see everything
competitively. I enjoy the

adrenalin and testosterone
surges in competitions. It’s
hi octane!

Football was my first
passion. I was a member of
the St Joseph’s Institution
team that won the National
championship.

As a schoolboy, I was re-
cruited to play football for
the Singapore Cricket Club
team in the National Sec-
ond Division League. An
anterior cruciate tear on my
right knee put an end to my
football career and I took up
squash and tennis.

At squash, I was the Uni-
versityofToronto’s champi-
on in 1980. For tennis, once
I captained the Singapore
Island Country Club team
that becamenational cham-
pions in theBDivision.

Howoftendoyouplay
thesedays?What is
yourhandicapandwhat
was the lowestyouhave
been?
I used to clock in for five
rounds of 9 holes plus a

round of 18 weekly. Today
it’s more like two rounds of
18 aweek. The lowest hand-
icapIhavebeenwas6.8.To-
day, officially its 8.1 but I am
playing more like an 18 and
that too if I am lucky.

Anymemorableevents
ingolf?
Whenabrief frommyclient,
Jaguar Cars, came to us that
they wanted to deep dive
into the golf fraternity, we
told them they were rather
late as Mercedes and BMW
were theearlymovers in this
space and hence have some
dominance.

Our advertising agency
thought about it and went
back to them with the cre-
ative block-buster idea of
having a Jaguar Golf Mara-
thon, a 54-hole-a-day golf
tournament. A first in Sin-
gapore!

Three rounds of 18 holes
back to back. It was held at
the Orchid Country Club as
they have night golf. I re-
called being in the last flight

and Ihadabirdieonthe54th
hole at 2.15 in themorning.

The Jaguar Golf tourna-
ment was a big hit and car-
riedon for fourmoreyears.

I look forward to do an-
other Golf Marathon post
Covid.

Apart fromtwo“Green
Jackets” fromSingapore
PressHoldingsevents,
whatothermajorvicto-
rieshaveyouachieved?
Apart from winning the
BusinessTimesGolf in 1990
and the SPH Golf Challenge
in 2009, I won some fringe
events which are really
too insignificant to chest-
thumpabout.

I was the Tanglin Club
champion in 2010. I was a
member of the SICC team
that finished national
champions for the Senior
Division. I have won all the
A, B, and C Division med-
als in SICC championships
and was the winner for the
SICC’s 300 Club Champi-
onship.

Whoisyour favourite
golfer?
My favourite all-time golfer
isFredCouples.His swing is
sheerpoetry inmotion. I like
Gary Player who I played
with a couple of times
through the invitation of a
bank and my good pal Ed-
mundKoh.

Once at a post-game re-
ception, Player announced
that Iwas the pretty boy be-
causeofmy redpants.

In the game I gave him a
run for his money, he gave
me 18 strokes though.

He is truly such a fine
gentleman. I remember him
saying to me that he does
500sit-ups aday.

Which isyour favourite
course (hereandabroad)
andwhy?
Two golf courses have my
vote.

One,TheCommonwealth
Golf Club in Melbourne. It
is truly a no-fuss, very tra-
ditional golf club. I played
in the medals there a few
timesand thewagers among
all golfers is but A$1 and the
winner got a sleeveof balls.

Two, The Old Course
at The Hong Kong Club. I
love it for its heritage and
as a very traditional old golf
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course. The club atmo-
sphere is a bit snootybut so-
phisticated. And they serve
the best won-ton noodles
soup.

I also enjoyed the Capital
Club in Melbourne for its
sheer indulgence of serving
you lobster noodles after 9
holes and a golf pro as your
caddie. Having only up to
five flights a day, the course
was, of course, immacu-
late.

Once Ihad theprivilegeof
playing at the very exclusive
Ayuthayya Links in Thai-
landwhich Imust rate as the
most manicured golf course
I have everplayedon.

The Red Mountain Golf
Course in Phuket with the
three-storey high drop at
hole 17, par-3 is spectacular.

Back home, Sentosa’s
Serapong posts an awesome
golf challenge and for my
home club, SICC, I like the
Old coursebest.

I tend to lean towards golf
courses that are very tra-
ditional and old. Just like
wines, I prefer the old world
wines. The old Bukit and
Sime courses are very spe-
cialbecausetheyarecourses
carved out of a jungle. The
one with nature is pure, the
eco system is organic and
established.

The new golf courses
are but about building the

courses first and then put-
ting in the landscape and
the trees. It is verymuch like
posturing Singapore more
as aCity in theGarden rath-
er thanaGarden in theCity.

Givenachance toplay
with threeotherplayers
inaflight,whowould
youchooseasyour
flightmates, andwhy?
I have three groups of regu-
lars with about 20 golfers in
each group. I enjoy playing
with them as our handi-
caps are established and
the challenge is fair. I hate
to gamble but I really like a
wager.

As for a fairy-tale flight, I
would like the SouthKorean
LPGAgolferChun InGee for
her very classic golf swing,
Fred Couples for the most
beautiful golf swing in the
world and my wife Shook
Wah, who I still have not
convinced to takeupgolf.

Anyholes-in-one?
Noplural but at least a claim
in the singular. It was on
the 9th hole of the original
New Course in SICC. This
hole has since gone after
they reconstructed the New
Course.

However, I was in at least
six flights, when one of my
flight mates has had a hole-
inone.

I recall Bill Fung, having
played 33 years of pro golf,
had his first ace with me at
theSimeCourse.Twoweeks
later, again with me, he
had his second at the Bukit
Course.

Golf is said tobegood for
networkingandbusi-
ness.Doyouagree?
Golf is great for networking
and business. You have six
hours to song-and-dance
with your business associ-
ates.

However, I have always
believed that business
should be done more be-
causewe bring value to each
other’s tables.

It is great to initiate the
business, but business is
business. We must intrinsi-
cally enhance each other’s
equity. Anyway, I do not
play diplomatic golf. Even
in business golf, I play to
win no less and take thewa-
ger when I can, intensely,
because that’s the spirit of
competitive sports.

I must relate to you this
description when a boss
chastised his staff for play-
ing toomuch golfwith busi-
ness associates.

He said: “What business
networking? At the tee box
you do not talk when you
tee-off. He will hook and
you will slice and you go to
your separate sides of the
fairway. You both end up
at the greens and you can’t
talkwhenyouputt.And this
is repeated for the next 17
holes.”

If so,doyouuse it for
yourcompanybusiness
andclientbuild-up.Can
youalsogiveasmall
descriptionaboutyour
company?
Golf is a culture. Besides
the round of 18 holes, the

after-game camaraderie
built is priceless. It’s great
for friendship and bonding.
Golf bantering in the most
witty and sophisticatedway
is a potent lead generator for
business and networking
opportunities.

However, I always believe
that as for business, it’s all
about work and more good
work for each other that
counts.

My company, Adplanet
Group, has been around for
more than three decades.
The charter of the agency
was to showcase that local
talents can be movers and
shakers in the world of ad-
vertising.

Some of the fabulous tal-
ents that have gone through
our conduit have been win-
ners of all the major Oscars
in the industry.

For more than two de-
cades we have built the
Group to be the largest local
independent ad agency in
Singapore. Today, we have
streamlined to just six agen-
cies in theGroup.

I am an ardent student
on the Law of Diminishing
Returns in Economics and
the Law of Darwinism has
taught me that everything
has aproduct life cycle.

The digitalisation of all
things has brought about
seismic changes. Consumer
behaviour is changed for-
ever. Product life cycle is
shorteneddramatically.

Technology must be seen
as your closest friend and
one has to be nimble, fast,
flexible, and having the dare
to change and see round the
corners to catch the new
growthcurves.

We are going into the new
abnormal. Covid-19 can be
seen to present many op-
portunities. We must set up
traps to catch them.


