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trategically and psychologically, match play is different

from stroke play, especially with the driver. Here are my

four keys to driving in matches: — with Guy Yocom
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NOTHING
WEARS DOWN
AN OPPONENT
LIKE SEEING
YOUR BALL
CONSISTENTLY
IN THE
FAIRWAY.

1PUT IT IN THE FAIRWAY.
Even if it means sacrificing dis-
tance, you want the ball in play.

Don’t try to keep up with longer op-
ponents. If you’re first to hit from the
fairway and find the green, you’ll add
pressure.

2DON’T GET
DISCOURAGED.
Paired with Jordan Spieth at the

2014 Ryder Cup, I opened our first
four-ball match with a popped-up tee
shot that barely reached the fairway.
But I hit a three-iron onto the green,
made par, and drove it well the rest
of the way. Everyone hits a poor drive
now and then, so hang in there.

3FAVOUR YOUR
GO-TO SHOT.
Although I like the Butter Cut,

it’s not my normal shot. When the
match is close, opt for the ball flight
you can trust most.

4MONITOR YOUR TEMPO.
I’m sure you have a good idea
of the swing tempo that works

best for you. Keep it steady, and
pay attention to it. That’ll help your
swing hold up under the pressure of
a tough match.
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