Taking Singapore’s deep tech ecosystem to the next level

Singapore has invested about S$60 billion in hard science since 1995, and there were more than
35,000 scientists and engineers in the city state in 2017, according to a new report by deep tech
development firm SGInnovate. Yet Singapore continues to struggle with turning that potential into
successful startups, which have been dominated by general tech companies like Sea or Grab. As
NUS Entrepreneurship Centre director Professor Wong Poh Kam observed: “There has so far been
virtually no deep tech startup in Singapore that has successfully scaled up”. SGInnovate has
identified a number of areas that are needed to elevate Singapore’s deep tech sector.
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